because he gets or loses his office pretty much as they are with him or
against him 5 more often he gets it that way than any other. Newspapers
to get a story, will put officials in some position or other where they -will
have to act to arrest you. And Olgivanna, too.
'Think it over/ said Levi.
He went on: 'They are working on the cupidity and weakness of an
irresponsible woman with nothing to lose except her insane appetite for
publicity and fancied revenge. They will stop at nothing. She can't.
There is nothing there to stop with.
'She overturned her arrangements with you after she had agreed to them
and signed them because they made her see she had a good chance to put
you where you would have to give her everything you had left in the world.
'And now if you don't give it to her she thinks, and probably is so
advised by her lawyers, that she can take it away. It isn't and won't be
their fault if you have a cent to your name or any place to lay your head.'
I listened, knowing it all to be too true. I had seen something of pub-
licity years ago. Taliesin, 1911.1 had seen the shameless manner in which
Miriam Noel had been exploited by her lawyers and the press and I had
every reason to believe such exploitation would continue.
When I walked out of the Dane County Court rather than blacken the
character of two women—I had found there that I would have to do this
in order to get a divorce—I left this woman who was posing as the 'out-
raged wife' free to attach and confiscate by way of contingent-fee lawyers
everything I owned. I now owed the Bank of Wisconsin a round sum of
forty-three thousand dollars—owing to the building of Taliesin III, the
loss a second time of the collections I had made in China and Japan, and
the plans upset in work by previous and present storms of publicity which
prevented me from earning anything.
In the circumstances Judge Hill and Levi Bancroft, both were my
lawyers now, said, 'Go to the bank. The president—Hopkins—is your
friend. He will be glad to help you in order to protect himself.
Tor a loan give the bank a blanket mortgage on everything you have,
Don't leave out anything. Cover your plans, collections, drawing instru-
ments, your tools in the studio and on the farm. Write it all in. Do this
until we can get time to turn around against this enterprise.7
*A man who has a lawyer but takes his own advice has a fool for a
client.' Judge Evan Evans handed that to me.
Jim, and they don't make them any better than Judge Jim Hill, took
me to the bank and explained the situation.
'All right/ said the bank, 'we'll help.'
Jim had to catch his train and left me alone in the president's office at
the Bank of Wisconsin.
I waited an hour at the bank for elaborate papers to be drawn up by the
bank's attorney. 'Here,' said the bank, 'sign here.' I did. A check for
fifteen hundred dollars was handed to me, and I had nothing else iri th&
world except by sufferance, or on honour of this bank.	-i
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